
This trust fund is called and designated a non-payj- lle debt,
but it should be Understood that it is a large interest dravmg

It may be stated too, tat the inauguration ot a mtem W
J which exhausted, worn, and iuime innances abandoned kadi

rc rawreu 10 aimost tneir original fertility, create new hones
renewed energies, and opens the way for voungmen to remainnn ttie. Ii.inu.lu I. .L,: .

debt.: it must ne remembered imat n .e per cenu uiiere w-u-t

on a given sum has a greater purchasing capacity than eight. i , . . , - . . r .. A.i.trnilA.1
per cenu naa in 1004 , iweuiy years bitj. uux
States bonds are worth a large preniiusa ; three and one half fer
cent bonds are commanding a premium. Mississippi nds are uenmenttor the land or their birth.
as good as either of those mentioned, though not Lo- - The reitfrt of President Lee, which will be famished vou
great a premium ; the six per cent, bonds have been, and arc during the sessionhows that the Board of Trustees limited "the

selling as 1 learn at one hundred and eleven. It being a trust number inhe dormitory to two hundred. The attendance no
fund the State can either pay the debt and invest the amount in tothis date is two hnareokjnd sixty. The report also disclose
satis&ctary securities, or reduce the interest to such rate as t fict that the Couege ft-T- obliged to decline receiving between
would be equitable and just. The Chickasaw counties to whom two and three hundred applicants, during the last and present
this interest is distributed are entitled to session applicanto "who were registered before the opca--
whatever rate of interest their money will bring, and no more. ""Sof the session and Jhxious to attend the College."
To the State it is certainly not worth more than Tne report also give a detailed statement of the receipts and
four or five percent, for the simple reason, that the State by disbursement of the college, for the past two year, together
the issuance of bonds, payable in twenty or thirty years, can with its wants and needs for 1SSS 9.
raise the funds to pay the principal. If the rate is reduced to The receipts from the State for the two year just
four per cent, the annual saving would be $32,664.62, or to five closing $o0,000 00
per cent. $24,498.47. Is it possible that the wisdom of legishv Interest on land scrip 9,637 W
tion that will save the people from twenty-fiv-e to thirty-lw- o

thousand dollars per annum will not be approved by those who Making a total of $59,857 50
bear the burdens of government ? Because this fund has been which amount has been expended for salaries, student labor,

to the keeping of the State, shall an excessive rate of pairs, building and incidentals
interest be paid for aS time to come? Money is very much - The sum of $3,160.68 received from chemical fees, ha been
cheaper than it was thirty years ago, and its purchasing capaci- - expended for chemicals, glass ware used by students; and lor
ty proportionally greater than it was in 1856 or 1S57. Almest analysis of fertilizers, apparatus and equipment. Other sums
every State, has availed itself of the cheapness of money and received from the farm and Horticultural department have
thereby, to the extent of its obligations, reduced interest", thus been expended in these departments for further development. --

lessening the burdens of those who support the government. It will be observed that the farm is, and ha been, self-sus--

The. Governor of Connecticut, in his recent message, recom-- taining not having received a dollar from any source in three
mended that bonds amounting to something over a million of years.
dollar due in 1307, drawing five per cent, interest, but redeema- - The requirements of the College are, that all students shall
bl-- t the pleasure of the State, after the first of last May should perform some labor, and while this is not as profitable as more
bpaid and the funds raised by the issuance of three per cent, systematic labor, it is an iinp3rtant feature of the student's

payable in thirty years which he believed could be sold at ucation it gives him system, habits of industry, experiencea premium. If money is only worth four or five per cent, inter-- Md information that assists him in becoming an intelligentest to the State, why should eight per cent, be paid T I submit farmer

for nSw than" anT",111 T.?"!7!: 1856,
UtS Th Prt of tbe Fnt refers especially to the

interest, in
continued m force in. 1807, has becomi because of the cheapness .department of uortictltvre.of money, excessive, and that the debt should either be paid or
the fate of interest reduced. That th State can provide funds wh,ch v the tblihinent of the labored underCollege,for the payment of thelebt by the issuance of tour or five per .,s,ncf

bonds is tJthus Vhe Fny Apiculture .as regarded as the mostcent, beyond question, and to fail discharge
obligation, or reduce the interest is to disregard, in my judg- - 'JTk? V, iculture left to struggle to make its way
ment,.

we I established business principles, and to continue a Tn
the Slate;

" a,TUnce llml"lJ"" nung mportnw
In Co--.i i j evpM T fV 7 Pl. lds, Madison, and perhaps other countL, tne racing of ,will beSuperintendents Report.it thatseen fruiUand uN,,!, notonly profitable, but the Indus-th- e

of theaverage terra
. try has been increased 100 per cent, in the last two year. The .

professor of this department is thoroughly in love with his
FREE SCHOOLS v'x. -- J - r..: --...:. . .V- - .1.

was six
.

days longer
.
in 1887 than m 18&-- an increase of nearly

fsFffio rW.enrnA m0"n iln 6,1

being dess than in
If the schools had continued six days longer "WW the total

cost would have been $90o,844.00, or nearly $64,003.00 more
than was expended in 1887.

The total amount collected for free school &rPJI
" . "aa .'"J " wi vw,vw.w
eoHections tor lSSo.

In 1 8S7 thft pTnpnriitnrps uprp. 11 zh. (MX). OO Iprs than the rfe--- - r- - - " i

Cel?U-- L r4fo7rd m the various counties
the means of bringing system to a cash basis,

thereby eradicating the pernicious practice of speculating in
school warrants which has militated against the school interests
ever since the inception of the school system. .

romthe-'U)mpar.son- ot Statistics in the import,
it win De seen mat, as compared wun tne years 1000 ana xooo,
14 counties had in 1887 a longer term for less money, 17 coun- -

ties an equal term for less money, and that u f.O counties the
cost per month was smaller. Twelve of the remaining 24 coun- -

ties show no material change as to fame andcost while the other
12 shown larger monthly expenditure, though 7 of them spent
less than was collected.

The statistics for 1887 include reports from every County . -
f A iculture a'n'd norticulture, and for the furtherance :

Supenntendent-whi- ch, since the beginning of the tem, haa thet f thflie t industries, Agricul-no- t
been the case except for the year 1884, and the narrative L i ....i ri..:i rvn f ;. . ;,,fr.t fiwi. .t.nr. ,

I vi mwr ancestors and receive a generousI yield from tir labor, and at the same time strengthen their at--

VlUIfc, iuju dhu a 1U.11 v'j.i--
v I t u LI I k j nuuiu ucuiviiauftic IUC 1

and importance of the industry,
ha8 donated $15t000 per annum to each State for

the establishment of an Agricultural Experimental Station in
connection with the Agricultural College of the State, and when
thefe guch in a State, that the fund shall be
divided unlegg the Legit, ehall otherwise direct. The ob--

jectof the Experimental Station is, as I undersUnd, to test the
Various soils, as well as crops, and see what cror are best suited

particular lands as well as tBe fertilizer thalshov'd be used. .

tegU and eXperimenU V0UJ be made on ft farm of the '

. -t n- - t . V
! aa on. i i ha tuiDii it mvcti rrx i no mini r iv wiih tti nnni o--

imfeen'u wouR, mtfi0 for the Ht of agriculture, a the
f vernnient that wouUl be too expensive

to ndividual8 .fcand to further the object and purposes of the
donaU j tfu guggMt that a di visit n ol the fund would .

he of hnt little value to either Collet, and considerintr the ;
I

jypg-- jj appointments and equipments of the A. & M. CoU.f' 0MA,' ,mmmnii ;h ,,f iaw the

..pp, the fund tothU College to be Upended
fc diKC ofbthe 0fTrustees. ,

j submit that the educati0nal interests of thedtate should be
fogtered anJ gu d and in deliberations upon this im--

iou wUi not be unmindful that every vocation .

nnrmt. in Mladaalnni dpnpndiriioon the success and nros-- !.

theheadof the list of institutions of its character in the United
g ' excepting that of Michigan. 'IB

the industrial inctitvte ,and college,

f tn education of white girls, the attendance has been large.
.u , th time and exrienc45 lag demn.

gtraU ihfl wisdom of th location. Columbus is a beautiful
little noted for the culture of its people, with superior

b h 'rvil and withal unusuaHy healtny. .

Th ain bildin of the College is faultless in architecture,

gutfi for the education of their daughters is evidenced by, increaaed .nnlications for admission in the dormitory during

I mediate supervision I lao racuuy, jvi u- - mis coum no tie
hi' Urnnic .of of roora, niiiiiy have procured .

r- - - . wucp, .
wf! expended by the State for the the industrial education of
wJ-l- l?1''8 !t may be true that this is one, but by no mean
the chief reason of the growth of the (xillege m the confidence
?f the people. While it was intended by those who support and
bear the burdens of government, that there should be no dis--
cnminatIon against womaahood in Mississippi, but its objects
5d purposes were more comprehensive ; it seeks to lessen the
dependence of Mississippi's daughters, to open new avenues of -

industry, to prejmre and fit them for additional vocations, Un- -

informed by the President that fifty-tw- o student have received
employment at reasonable pay and are now earning their own
living, and some of them assisting others. The patronage i
well distributed over the State, and embrace the
daughter of citiaens in fair, moderate and redu'M
circums'-ances-. Tbe average price of board in the tor--

mitory for two sessions, including meals, furnished room,
fuel, lights and washing per month has been $9.42. The Pres--
ident. Dr. Tones, a distinguished and experienced educator and .

his corps of accomplished and efficient professor have done their
work well, and deserve the encouragement of a.generoas peo- -

pi. The report of the President "will be furnished jottiluring
the session, giving a statement of the receipts and expenditure
during the past two years.

w .

The State annroDriation for U 86 was i29.92S.75W.
TV 1 R7 oo no a 7- - y

reports show that we have entered upona mere vigorous and

progressive era ,n the work of public education
I said in mv messaee of 1886: "I am led to believe that

the teaching force of our schools, though improving some, is as
a whole very indifferent. It would be better to reduce the num- -

ber of schools and employ more competent and efficient
teachers." -

The Legislature of 1886 made some radical changes in the
schooUaws. These changes, in the main, bear directly upon
the two great reforms which in that message I pointed out as
necessary to the progress and usefulness of our schools.

The schools of most c junties are undergoing gradual disinte- -

6, irom tne esiaoiisniiieiii oi ho uiauy email bcuooio, nuu tu I attractive in appearance, and commodious in all iU appoint-chec- k

the disastrous effects of this evil a system of districting f jnU raeets tne wantg and dcmand8 of tbe I)eopie 0,
me cpunues was engnuieu on iub ,

uui.uug iu u
schools by a fixed territorial area and scholastic
population tor each district. More than nve Hundred sman tUe pregent gcBgion, there being 272 more than could be corn-schoo- ls

were discontinued and the reports frorn all counties fort;uiT accommodated -
except seventeen show that enough, and in some glances more mije nU and guardians have manifested great solicitude
4feas taPFi0018 ar? now maintained, and seven- - , J daughters and wards in the Co!lermder the im--
v. J 5 77 rWis Tprvnrt. Hint a.11 Children can '. . ., ... . ., : u

tulject fjour consideration, i repeat a previous re- -

com men Ij ion, that

I DDTRICr ATTOEXETS EE PAID SALARIES

and rec ivi 10 other fees;they should W paid reasonable salaries
made inlipendect oScere." It is a saf j rule, both in public and .

private aSiii?, to fix the compensation for services to be render-
ed. The cLirtcter of the services of a District Attorney can
"be easily fixl He is elected a tte law officer of a judicial
district, and-Ci- a professional service are required at the several
circuit courts of ihe district the compensation therefore can be
fixed at a sum certain. It is no answer to the proposed change
to say that the eastern in this State f x twenty years has been
that of receiving fees upon eonviction.-an-d that it is wise to let
it remain. Twenty twa years aa the the State was
increased something over 100 per cent, and the per capita wealth
of the State proportionately red ucd; violations of lat have kept
pace with the increased numbers, and ie fee system has served
to incumber the coarts with a las of petty cases that have been
very costly to those who support and inaintain the government.In some of the districts,' a few " year igo, and perhaps
now, the District Attorneys received . far greater
compensation for their services ; than . "U paid the
judges of the Supreme . Court. I repeat that it is no
answer to invoke a custom that has long obtained. It was a
custom for sixty-fiv- e years in this State to have a seal or scrawl
to all deeds of conveyance, but in 1S0, the distinguished jurist
who codified the laws, dispensed with the seal or scrawL,
abolished all distinctions between se&led and unsealed instru- - .

ments, made by private persons, after which, it was, manifest to.
everyone that the old custom was valueless. The District At-
torney now receive a salary of $1,(K) add to this amount
whatever would be a reasonable and fair compensation for their
services, and then if it is your judgment to except any misde-
meanors from the jurisdiction of justices of the peace, let the
fee, if any be paid upon conviction, go into the State Treasury
to be applied to the payment of the District Attorney's salary.

A law regulating all misdemeanors to the jurisdiction of jus-
tices of the peace, or all petty misdemeanors, will have the
effect of promptly disposing of probably one-hal- or two-thir-

of the criminal cases in the Circuit courts of the State, thus
correcting a mischief that 'has grown into gigantic proportions.
Supreme Judges, if business requires, hold court for nine
mcnths; the duties of 'Circuit Juitg?s and Chancellors are far
greater than Distrcit Attorney, and they are not permitted to '

practice law, while District Attorneys can practice in all civil
cases. ' Could it be held with any degree of fairness, that a sys-
tem giving a District Attorney more compensation than is re-
ceived by the Supreme, Circuit Judge or Chancellor should re-

ceive legislative endorsement, especially when it is remembered
that the system has been bo often scandalized by convictions of
petty charges with a nominal fine, and a cost bill of from
twenty to forty dollars? Judges feel obliged to impose a nomi-
nal fine, knowing the burden of the cost bill. I submit and urge
the suggested change. It is right upon principle. It will re-

lieve the tax-paye- rs from a large, unnecessary and mischievous
burden ; it will be a sure means of the prompt disposal of trivial
charges, and will in all respects, in my judgment, promote the .

public welfare. - ;

The value and necessity Tor a competent
'"'

KEVENVE AGENT

is appreciated when it is remembered that he visits every county
in the State when there is reason to believe that any portion of
the revenue, from any cause whatever has been improperly
withheld.
' With free access to the Auditor's office the agent becomes fa-

miliar with all duties connected with revenue collections. Mr.
Wirt Adams, Jr., the present efficient and capable agent, has
collected during the past two years 15,587.34. and has in pro
cess of collection and settlement near tdu,wu.

The Legislature on the 14th of March, 1884, passed an act
looking to the adjustment of

CLAIMS OF THE STATE AGAINST THE UNITED STATES,
m

and charged the Governor with the duty of giving such per
sonal supervision to tne settlement as ne aeemed proper. My
action in reference to the adjustment contemplated by the law
was contained in my Biennial Message in 1886, showing the
employment oi the late Hon. E. M. Watson, to institute such
legal proceedings as in his judgment might be nessary to en-
force the demand of the State. As heretofore reported, his
compensation, in addition to one hundred and fifty dollars paid
him m cash, was a contingent tee ot ten per cent. Under two
acts of Congressi of different dates? Mississippi was entitled to
five per cent ot the net proceeds of the sale of public lands of
the United States, situated in this State. --The accumulation of
this fund at the date of employment of Mr. Watson was some- -

thing over forty thousand dollars. This sum was withheld by
the general government,.and daitf id that it should be applied
asa. credit on what is Known as "the war tax of leol the
apportionment to Mist issippi being $413,084.66.

A sait was first entered ia the Court of Claims, when the
ouestioii of jurisdiction was raised, and the suit for the time
dismissed", and a mandamus invoked to compel the Comptroller
cduTa" iallc7i:-,n- f fen This pro- -

service a Assistant Attorney General of the United itaTeSySe'
could no longer prosecute the totaje s-- claim, in the final result
of which he had always expressedfcntire confidence ; he there-
fore ag attorney for the State withdrew from the case and com
mitted it to Jtlon. Van xi. Manning, upon the terms of hut em- -

ployment. Mr. Manning has conducted the suit to a successful
. . , . ....' ; .1 O f TT r..
termination, tne ouprenie iouri 01 tne united states holdingthat the sum due this and other States, similarly situated, could
not be held and appropriated as a credit on the war tax before
mentioned. I have received within the past few weeks on ac-

count of this fund 87,783.22, less ten per cent attorney's
lee, leaving net $7,004.90, which I paid into the Treasury as
per receipts No. 1473 and 147-4- . I am informed by the Attor-
ney that the balance will not probably be paid until recom-
mended by the Treasury Department, and embraced in the an
nual deficiency bill of the present Congress.

During the years 18Sb-- 7 the Commissioner of

8WAMP LAKD8

has sold ten thousand four hundred and thirty-fou- r acres, at
one dollar per acre, and paid the same into the Treasury.
There is now for sale two hundred and forty-eig-ht thousand five
hundred and forty six acres.

There has been sold in the years of 1886-- 7 of

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT LAND

six thousand five hundred ond seventeen acres at fifty cents per
acre, leaving still on the market twelve thousand four hundred
and eighty-thre- e acres. Ihe report of the Swamp Land Com-
missioner will be furnished you during the session, giving a de
tailed statement of its operations.

I learn upon inquiry that during the past two years only 354
' acres of the '

. CHICKASAW SCHOOL LANDS

have been sold. The price now fixed is six dollars per acre. I
again invite your attention to the propriety of reducing the
price of these lands, and transfer them to the office of the
Swamp Land Commissioner for sale. This recommendation
has been heretofore made by both my worthy predecessor and
myself.

Touching the cancellation of certain entries of
, SWAMPLANDS

I submit the following letter from the Attorney-Genera- l
which explains itself, and in my judgment properly interprets
the law.- -

: "State of Misfeissppi, Attorkey-Gen'l'- s Office, )'
. ' : '. Jackson, Sept. 29th, 1887. f

" To Hi Excellency the Governor :

,"Heferring ta the act of the Legislature entitled "an Act to
provide for cancelling certain entries of Swamp Lands in this
State, and for other purposes," approved July 15th, 1887, I
have te say I do not think the same can be executed accordingto its tenor without additional legislation. It is a notorious fact
about which I have sufficiently satisfied myself, that frauds were
practiced in numerous instances in these entries.especially in the
year 1881 in this manner: According to the letter and manifest
policy of the law then in force in relation to the entry of these
lands no one applicant could purchase from the State a greater
quantity than 240 acres ; but this limitation seems to have been

"evaded by numerous persons who procured entries to be made
of tracts of 240 acres in the names of different individuals 'who
lent the use of their names) who would immediately make con-
veyances to the real purchasers. Entries of State lands made
in this manner would readily be cancelled in the chancery courts
upon the suit of the State in all cases where the rights of inno-
cent third parties may not have intervened ; but it seems to be
well settled that bills of this kind cannot be maintained except
upon a tender back of the consideration which the State- nas received. True there are reported cases of cnncplla.
tion of patents fraudulently obtained from the United State
government without a tender back of the money reraivixl hnt
these were maintained because ofan act of Congress confiscating

y lu. .oecause iiw recent act maKes no
appropriation to refund the money paid in on these fraudulent
entries, I am of the opinion that nothing can be done toward
tneir cancellation;

"All of which is respectfully submitted,
"T. M. Miller. "

1 again feel called called upon to invite the attention of the
legislature to the State s indebtedness to

THE CHICKASAW SCHOOL FCXD,

and to say that in my message of 18S6, 1 gave a full history of
mm iou'i uu iia jircscm status, wita a reterence wall law hav
ing relation to t l refer yoa to that message which will be
found on page n.

It will be seen that this is a fond held it trust by the Slate,the interest of which is paid semi-annual- to the Chickasaw
counties. The principal of thi fun." nn " : i .
interest is paid ly the State, is $316,615-7-1 ; the annual mu "rt
being t

i our Eiienuon is e&i.ea to tne tact that the State has alreadrlar?. ia interest nearly or quite one million and a half of dul- -
pai-- i r

mi
,e cm--sMi-

w.

JACKSON. MISS.. JANUARY 11.1888.

(JOVEKNOR'S MESSAGE.

(Irnliimnt tff S)Htil' and Jlmx of JRtintnUdir :

At the f gpirmtioti of lb fint two years of my second term of
e?W, I agin, in the discharge of official duty, havs the honor
to cut, tint this, my Biennial Memy, f.r your consideration and

You have a''iiMed under inot gratifying auspice and cir- -

uni"tiinc-- . Ia) affairs are in the main conducted with rea-

sonable economy and wisdom, while ordt-- r is observed in the
several counti of the Stale. The pat year has len Dot only a

'- - fil and health ful ne, but year of unusual prosperily.
The well tilM ground baa most generously responded to the
lUr 'f tlif hmlmridman. tWos and cril are tilled with eer-U- ,

aurijr an aliundant supply of food, and with an average
rrup ofimr lii' f nd.ict, cotton, new lif in ii.fued into tbe ar--

ri'- - f trade. Indeed, it may f Raid, that not only agricul-
ture, manufactures, hot every charter of industry ha been
fiirly reward!, an i it may be confidently asserted that the
nigun of l th individual arid general prosperity are more mani-
fest in MiMipi, at the cle of the year 1H7, than they have
lireri during the last decade. For a'.l these blessings we should

mr ifraUTul thanks to the great Master of the Unive rse.
You have as nihk'd in to the provisions of the

(institution, a the overi;;n power, to enact such laws as in

your judgment will le beneficial to those whose agents you are;
f give the substantial assurance that even-hande- justice will
he olsierved between communities and interests; and in the dis-

charge of this important d'lty, I suggest that too much legisla-
tion should be avoided. Ill this communication 1 submit for
your consideration sundry changes in existing laws, as well as
several entire t uactnients, which, in my judgment, ate impcra
tively demanded. . ' -

.Many of ynr iiuinls r have the advantage of a wide ex;e-rien- ce

in legislative service, and therefore appreciate that con-

servatism which should leave its impress upon legirlalive
proceeding. To grasp ami deal with the great irtercsts that
are confided to mcmlicr of the Legislature, is a trust that de
iiiimkU not only delilxratioii, but careful investigation and
familiarity with t!i working of the several departments of the
rotate government. I reieetfully suggest that the most im

port".'! sulijecls touching your lufsirs, should receive your ear-

nest at trillion that it requires time to sliu that legislation
hich keeps in operation the entire machinery of the Stale (Jov-ernme-

and it should not be iostMined until the latter part of
tho session, and for thewantot time, eitherdefeated, or deferred
for two years. All who share in the responsibility of shaping
legislation, should endeavor, as nearly as possible, to reach the
standard and exx-rtntio- of their constituents. Experience
has taught many salutary lessons, and one of them is, that hur-
ried legislation is generally harmful. This is demonstrated by
di Hi' rent interpretations given the snme statute by those learned
in the law hi ni u it is, that the early consideration of all meas-

ures kirecting the masses, assures ibdilwration, clearness and
order, nllording time to all concerned to do their work well.

Hi yrurs experience in the Executive Office has thoroughly
convinced me t hat tho (iovernor should have the time contem-
plated by the constitution to examine and consider bills pre-
sented to him for approval, but often, upon the heels of the ses-

sion, he is called upon to pass iiM,n more bills than ho can read
licf'ore the time fixed for adjournment. The ooservimcc of the
foregoing suggestions, will, in my judgment, add efficiency and
wisdom to your labors. I indulge the hope that we will lulxir

harmoniously, our greatest ambition being to serve faithfully
the State.

In my message, submitted to the legislature in 188 1, touch-

ing tho
FINANCIAL

condition of tho State, I deemed it imiiortunt, ami so regard it
now, that Hie fiscal year be so changed that the rejKirts of the
Auditor of Inline Accounts and the State Treasurer should be
in tho hands of the (iovernor previous to the assembling of
thu legislature, that he may be enabled to examine them, and

some data upon which to base recommendations, and also
that the two Houses may bo promptly informed of the most

subject demanding their attention. As at present, with
""'seal year ending on the 31st of December, these officials

iiuinoi c,r ily B,j jH rlmps weeks, furnish you with their
printed rep, q.. ....:,..,: Artiiln 4 S.f i..n 91! rr.vide that: "r . . .... ... . .- hloimil ' i I l.j ft I. ' I '

no o'nlv 'I "I,,ri,',rf,-Vr'm,i- e y law." therefore the Legislature
" "venue, but also di- -

Urn two dopnrtmenu nien'StmS.'1"1 PmJ' 1,forn,ation fr,;m
the guidaneo an acti f , Vm nccosnary
not furnished unfe .!,. pjJK l"' "' '

srSHMt;NTM TUsnua.
In considering the subjeo of finance, It may ie safely stated

that it would Is- - dilU!t to find a well informed man in the
'iiiiimonweslth who would hazard his reputation by saying that

flic, wealth td tho Stato is assessed at over one-thir- d its value.
This may 1m accounted for in some measure, when it is well
known tluit previous to 187(5, w hen the State tax, at one period
was more than the combined taxes, State and County, in many
of tho counties today, when lit) per cent, of the lundVwere for-
feited t the Stato for of taxes, when taxation
amounted to almost confiscation, for relief against this oppres-
sion, the people pluccd a low estimate upon values, and this esti-
mate has not been materially changed, notwithstanding nearly
all the forfeited lands liavo licen redeemed, and the State tax
reduced from 14 to 2 and 3J mills. It is no answer to say that
it is supposed that property owners list their property under
oi.th, for they do not, nor is there even a pretence that this is
done. A fair approximation of the values of the State would
not increase, but ultimately reduce taxation. Hut upon the
liresent assessment of Jl'Jtf, 000,000, less State tax is .
levied than almost any Southern, ami most of the Northern,
States. The payable debt of the State is less "than any Southern
State, save one, and perhaps less than that. The taxes. State
and County combined, are less than have been paid by the
iKMtplo its twenty years. State (5 per cent, bonds arc sold at a
handsome premium. That the State debt is larger than in 18S2,
will bo shown by the Treasurer when his report is furnished,
and upon this increase I call the attention of the legislature to
my message of 1MM4, frcm which I quote: "I am convinced that
if the appropriations for the years 18H4-- exceed $700,000 an-

nually, that it will result in crcat'ng a deficit, unless the rate of
taxation is increased which should not le done." Again in my
message of 188C, I said, "I venture to repeat and emphasize the
caution contained in my last message that the most rigid econ-

omy must 1m; inaugurated in every department of the govern-
ment. Kveu then I apprehend that the present resources will

prove inadequate to meet necessary expenses."
In connection with this subject it will be rememliered, that

the Legislature of 1882 reduced the State tax from 3 to 2J
mills, nnd so it remained for fonr years, from 1882 to 188ti,
making a difTcrtnce of ."(), 000 per annum, an aggregate of
$JiH,(H0. In addition to this the same legislature
increased the common school fund one hundred thou-
sand dollars per annum. The reduction of taxation, and in
cease of expenditures, bared upon tho same valuation of prop-

erty and resources, must necessarily produce a deficit. If be-

cause of the increase of the payable debt of the State, (Hess than
almost any State in the Union), it should be said that the State
government lias Wen conducted for the post six years extrava-
gantly, those who bear the burdens, will, through their repre-
sentatives, have extravogant appropriations and improper ex
penditures cease. If, heretofore, tho law makers, with the
approval of the Executive, have been too liberal in the support
of education and charitable institutions, too generous in pro-
viding for the support of the common schools, the Stata Univer-

sity, the A. it M. College, the Industrial Institute and College,
tho Alcorn University, tho Normal School at Holly Springs,
the Tougoloo University, the Insane Asylums at Jackson and
Meridian, the IVaf and Dumb, and Blind Institutes, and the
Hospitals at the cities of Vicksburg and Natches, all of which
are specially meutioned in this communication, this support can
be reduced, or in case of tho Colleges and benevolent institu-
tions, entirely withdrawn. They belong to the people of the
State and they can maintain them in such manner as they deem
proper or abolish them altogether. I assume all responsibility
that should properly attach to the Executive in the approval of
measures for the support of education, and the maintainanoe ol
all the States' benevolent institutions, and will take pleasure in

with you for tLeir continued intelligent and sue- -

cesstul management. X nave and do conhdentiy believe that a
fair adjustment and application of the resources of the State
will be ample to meet these and other necessary expenditures,
without imposing unjust or heavy burdens on the people. Un-
der our system, the Auditor and Treasurer alone handle and dis-
burse all revenue collected for the support of the government.
Not a dollar goes out for any purpose, except upon the issuance
ot a warrant bv the Auditor and its payment by the treasurer.
mi iv - nf ffl.i iwinese omciai nave given large oonus lor toe laumui perform-
ance of their duties, and in my judgment have been faithful to
their trusts, and you will no doubt nnd them readv to cordially

with you in devising measure to meet such expen-
diture as the result of your labors may suggest.

In providing means for the economical administration of the
government, I respectfully submit that the collection of the de
linquent poll tax will rut annually from $$0,000 to $100,000
in ine treasury; me payment 01 me aeot, or reduc
tion or interest on the Chickasaw School fund, will retain
annually in the Treasury from 125,000 to 132,000. A whole-
some law changing and regulating county expends,, known as
the "the Judiciary," would, in my judgment, reduce the expen
ses 01 me seventy-lou- r counties not less than 9 loo.wu, and per
haps UM,WIO.

With the resources at your command, I apprehend that you
will meet with no serious difficulty in enacting legislation that
will promote tho best interest of the Commonwealth. For
further information relating to the financial status of the gov-
ernment, I refer you to the Auditor's and Treasurer's report,
hereafter to be submitted.

One of tlv. most important questions f.r your consideration is
to formulats a plan by which uuiformity ia ihe

f r may be assured, and at the same time approximate,
5. ' I, ".. wa',th ol the State.

Tie C - ;. n rov; 1.: ttat "taxation LaI! be equal and
ti;..f r::i t;. r...'j.-:-

, ,ut the State. Ail property shall be taxed in

ITvjr'.iom 1 to iu Taloe to be ascertained as directed by
law."

la presenting this question to the legislature of 18&G, I sub-

mitted the averge asessel value of taxable lands in twenty
couEties, situated in different tarts of the State, which clearly
demonstrated the jztoss irregnWitiA in our assessment laws.

That this is a difficult question to deal with is conceded, but
that it can be successfully done there is no doubt. It has been
adjusted in other State and can be done in Mississippi. If all
property is not taxed in proportion to its value, the constitu-
tional requirement is not observed. It will be remembered that
it is immaterial to the tax-paye- r, whether the valuation is high
or low, so that it is uniform. If a tax of three and a half mills
on the dollar, on a valuation of one hundred and twenty-eigh- t

millions, is sufficient with other resources to meet the expendit-
ure ot the State government, one and three-quart-er mills, on a
va' nation of two hundred and fifty-si- x millions, would suffice.
When it is asserted, and unchallenged, that the ahtes of Mis-

sissippi could not be purchased for four or five hundred million
of dollars, and as now assessed, put down and published at one
hundred and twenty-eisrh- t millions, it is not lurprisinz that
there is a generrJ complaint, that the present system of the
revenue laws is not only unequal and unsatisfactory, but in it
operation subject to great abuses and injustice. When property
is assessed for taxation, it should be not only just, but upon a
plan that insures both uniformity and equality, so that there
will be a constitutional distribution of burdens, a right to which
every tax-pay- er is entitled.

This estimate of values had it origin in a seeming necessity
nnder a destructive State regime that was in antagonism with
property owners, and who at the time were struggling to Re-

cuperate from the results ot the late war. The burdens im-

posed at the time caused a forfeiture of nearly 30 per cenUof
the land of the State for of taxes, and it seemed
that taxation and confiscation were almost synonymous terms.
But happily for our people they succeeded to the management
of their own affairs.

I recommend a thorough revision of the revenue law, aid.
would emphasize the fact, that after careful examination, and
repeated conference with the Auditor of Public Accounts, I am
satisfied that t became irregularities that obtain in real estate,
are alike applicable to personal property. A joint cominittee
of the two Houses charged with fne duty of formulating a plaa,
can, in my judgment, uy investigation and conference with the
Auditor and Treasury departments, conceive and digest a meas-
ure that w ill insure a fair valuation of all taxable property,
letting twtie ecajx. This is a measure of the highest importance,
and demands careful consideration. If values to the amount of
several hundred millions can be reduced to one hundred and
twenty-eigh- t millions by the same process the reduction can be
placed at sixty or even thirty millions of dollars, which would
demand a proportionable increase of tajes. The difficulties
attending the assessment of property for taxation, are not con- - --

fined alone to Mississippi, but obtain in many of the States
(Iovernor Perry of Florida in his recent message says: "With
such regulations as will secure a just valuation of all taxable
property the rate might safely be reduced notwithstanding, the
increased expense which will devolve upon the State under
the new constitution." Governor Taylor of Tennessee says n
his message: "It is confidently believed that if a fair and
proportionate value were put upon all the taxable property of '

the State, personal and real, the tax list would be doubled.
This being true, the rate of taxation could be reduced one-haf- f

and Btill yield our present revenue." Other States make simi-
lar complaints and urge amendments and corrections. Any
measure embracing the needed changes touching this important
subject, and promising even an approximation of the taxable
wealth of the State, will receive my cordial approval.'

Two years ago I deemed it important, and so regard it now,
that the legislature should provide additional remedies for the
collection of

DELINQUENT POLL TAXES. , 4

The Act of 1884, after a fair trial, having proved a failure, in
my message of 1880, 1 said and now repeat, that every citizen,
not exempt by law, should be required to pay his poll tax.
Every citizen who enjoys the protection and blessings of gov-
ernment should contribute to it support. If one is sufficiently
interested in the affairs of State to be prompt in registration, and
early at the voting place to declare his choice for public agents,
he should voluntarily pay the insignificant sum required as poll
tax, and if he fails he should be forced to do so. The Legisla-
ture has the power, free from constitutional objection, to make
it a misdemeanor to refuse or fail to pay this tax, and I can
imagine no reason why any citizen, not exempt by law, should
lie excused from such duty.

The enforcement and collection of the delinquent poll tax '
would not only compel a dnty to society, but the sum would,' if "

it could be used for that purpose, more than defray the entire
expenses of the Deaf and Dumb, and Blind Institutes, and the
Hospitals at the Cities of Vicksburg and Natches for the next
two years--

. Tho lists of delinquents are surprising, will number
from seventy to eighty thousand, costing the State and counties
for otninif them some seven or eight thousand dollars. Ifor
,!T.iirrfrfnflsoireStooV &fmE?fc. --

izo the prosecution of the delinquent before a Justiceof he
Peace of the District, on notice of the default by the Shei ft,
(which it should be his duty to make to be relieved from lialjili-t- y

)" In such prosecutions the fine and costsshould be limited,
making the aggregate sufficiently small to be met by everydelin-quent- .

This question, in all its bearings, has given me much solici-
tude, and after the most careful deliberation,! shall frankly sub- - .

mit my conclusion for your consideration and action. '

The fact that more than seventy thousand persons in the
State, who exercise the right of suffrage, and participate to that
extent in the conduct of the government, and refuse to eon-tribu- te

one farthing to its support, is a most scandalous abuse ot
citizenship, and needs to be corrected and rebuked. Such utter
disregard of duty demands, at the hands of those who own and
support the government, decisive action.

Citizens that are protected in life, liberty and property that
receive the blessings and protection of a generous Christian and
enlightened government, should cheerfully pay the little pit-
tance of a poll tax, and if they fail so to do, they should be ex-
cluded from a voice ia the administration of the government to
which they give no support. For it to be otherwise lower the
standard of citizenship. Let it be remembered that the tax-

payers of Mississippi furnish in one way and another to the'pub-li-c

schools and State Institutions of learning, nearly a million of
dollars for their support, and without regard to race or oolor.
In addition, the private colleges and schools are well patronized .

and sustained, so in my judgment, every principle of justice is
violated, unless others liable to taxation, contribute at least, the
smallest sum imposed for the support of the government. ,

When the Commonwealth extends privileges and guarantees
protection to the citizen, it has a right' to demand the discharge
of reasonable obligations.

I, therefore, recommend that the Legislature at its present
session, submit for the consideration and vote of the people, an
amendment to the constitution making the payment of the poll
tax a condition to the right of suffrage, and in my judgment,
this recommendation will receive the approval of all fair-mind-

men of both races. 1
It is well known that the greatest burden in the shape of tax-

ation is that of county and municipal, and whatever measures
that will tend to lessen this expense should receive the uhqual-fie- d

support of every department of he government. So im-

pressed am I, that this enormous and I wSl add, oppressive ex-

pense, is increased without promoting the public welfare, but
absolutely serves in some degree to lower the standard of our
courts in the estimation of law-abidi- citizens, who form and
constitute well regulated communities, that I again, as I did two
years ago, call the attention of the Legislature to the fact, that
a large part of the county expenses constitutes what is known
as the "J udiciary," the principal sum of which is

j

FEES OF WrrXESSES -
;

in criminal prosecutions in the Circuit Courts. Misdemeanors v

of almost every description find their way to the Grand Jury
room, become the subjects of indictment, and thereafter for
prosecution and trial before a petit jury. To follow numbers of
these cases from the commission of the offence to the result of
the trial, discloses this state of facts: Petty misdemeanors 00

I enpy the deliberations and time of eighteen or twenty Grand
Jurors, bailiffs and numerous witnesses; the time of the Dis
trict Attorney is taken up in drafting an indictment; the case
is called for trial the Judge, juries, witnesses and all others

J.having business at court, are detained nntil the case is con-

cluded, and if it results in a conviction, not nnfrequently a fine
of one dollar and costs is imposed which 'embraces a District At-

torney's fee of ten or twenty dollars.costs to the Sheriff and Clerk,
and fees to the witnesses, which latter sum is usually raid out
of the county treasury. If the foregoing be true, and I take it
that no one would gainsay it, those who support the Govern-
ment feel that the standard of the Judiciary is lowered.

Could it be otherwise when the cost bill averages from .eigh
teen to thirty-fiv- e or forty dollars, and the State pets one dol
lar? The object of Government is to benefit the people who
support it ; those to whom it belongs want the best Govern-
ment they can get for the least cost ; it can be of no conceiva-
ble benefit to the public to prolong Circuit Courts, to add largely -

to county expenses, merely to have trials of petty cases, that
should be disposed of by the Justice of the Peace in the district
where the offences occur. While the Constitution confers on .

Circuit Court original jurisdiction in all criminal cases, it also
provides in section SI, article 1, that the Legislature ia case of
misdemeanors may dispense witn the inquest of a Grand Jury
and authorize prosecutions before a justice of the peac, or other
inferior courts of its creation. Then it may be safy stated,
that with very few exceptions, every misdemeanor could be
tried before a Justice of the Peace, thus saving the counties an
immense sum of money-- It must be remembered that there are"
15i Circuit Courts held in the State annually, and if thev caa
be relieved of the trial of petty misdemeanors, the cost of boil-
ing them will be lessened one-hti- f and probably more, thereby
reducing the expenses not less than $100,000 or 4150,000. "The

magistrates of every district ia the several counties of the Plate
should promptly try all cases where they have juriiktion. not
fi V iSsAr anal lUlnrmina Miiafi K'ifr ahnnll wxnAtva tf Ka
fixed in every case of conviction. Let it be remembered Uuit
Justices of the Peace can eu panel juries, when denia4, and
that tne right of appeal oM.&ins in al cs-'- so that t tempta
tion ot cost fr the .trteT 1 onciaae per--

n

charge! wun v"it;og to law- - JLue j'Tes. r r In

De accommouaieu Dy esiaouaiiiii- - a a. r" T." : 7, "
cient tune has not elapsed to trnt the pn-,rt-- 'TIhuim "-
districting. It will require more time and possibly a modifica-- 'X'"1111 privarwrmTiiliies in nittUty,and bave thus availed tbem-tio- n

of the law to establish districts so as to meet the wants of Ml A euPerIO,t 'advantage of the Institution,
the educable population. , This College, established as it was for the education of white

To improve the corps of teachers, uniform examinations and nM mct with almost universal favor. It may be said, and
institutes were established. These have stimulated teachers to Ir.hI trulf . that, one ria80n for and growing popu-stud- y

and wUl inevitably elevate and strengthen the teaching larlty 18 attributable to the fact that the State had made genet-forc- e.

The --worthless will be eliminated, while those who ou.s Provisions for the education of the white boys, and the
desire to remain will be impelled to a constant improvement of colored boys, and partial provisions for the colored girls, but
ineir scnoiarsnip ana reacning power.

Many abuses and inequalities arose under the old salary
system based on the per diem average attendance. The law
now bases the salary on the qualifications of the teacher
and the kind of work he is capable of doing, and for each grade
a maximum and minimum limit is fixed. Superintendents are
required to visit all the schools and inspect the work of the
teachers, a service which is invaluable.

These vigorous reforms all tend to the improvement and
svstematic management of the free schoola. and while. likH nil
reforms, they have created agitation and criticism, it may fairly ay lne. oia regime or previous system, practical and industrial
be concluded, from the results already shown, that if faithfully

education formed no part of the curriculum. This is a day of
executed they will give for the same money bettei teachers and advanced thought and civilization, and to meet its requirement
longer terms of schools. . the Industrial Institute and College prescribes a course of in--

These results should not be expected at once. Time is essen- - "trucfionand methods that are fully equal to the foremost insti-tia- l

to test the value of every measure. Legislation on the ,tut,ons m United States. In all the elements of a thorough
school law should be constructive, always tending towarde "terary collegiate education it deserves to be classed with
developing and systematizing. Some amendments are needed " Va88ar. that has long stood at the head of female colleges,
to harmonize and perfect the law, but these should be upon the Ve course in mathematics, languages, and the sciences are ,
broad basis of strengthening the system instead of weakening thorougs even to details. The industrial departments are ex-

it, to the end that the children of the State may receive the tensivg and successful, embracing Fiee IlandDrawing, Design,
greatest educational advantages possible for the money S?i?.)? Carving, Crayon Pcv.raiture, Ornamental
expended. Nw&leAvork, Hammering Metals, Cutting and JIaking DresRes,

The total attendance at Phonography, Telegraphy, Type-Writin- g and rinting. , The
latter has received the most unstinted praise frcm capab!!

THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI, - , ite.HriSrhn?? the9e..86Jer?1 "!
- pupils for immediate emptoyfut- -

It will be borne in mind that the ti, rtialifV
for 1886-- 7 was 185, for 1887-- 8 it will probably reach 250 From white girls in Mississippi to enter holl! oY

the catalogue of the thirty-fift- h session it is shown pat only industry that have been( hitherto closed aeainst tlem, and
eighty-si- x young men from the entire State are at rsllege out-- while the curriculum requires year of hard study ifobtain a
side of Mississippi, and more than two-thir- at those are literary classical education, at the same time ita nornfsl training
attending denominational schools that have no colleges in this makes a specialty of preparing teacher for our public school.
State. The small number attending n colleges in Out of twenty young ladies who stood last May for examination
other States is the highest evidence that your university affords but one failed nineteen receiving certificates. So w Uh many
superior and satisfactory facilities for obtaining a literary and of tha industries, thev mmmanA fmm;o .n.nlnmcni. I am"
classical education, and I will add at a small cost to the student,

The university is fairly equipped in ih3 several departments,
and refers to its past history as an ornest of future usefulness,

Among its Alumni are found distinguished men in all the
walk of lifein the ministry of the llaster, in many of the de--

partments of the public service, National and State, in the
learned professions, professors and teachers in colleges and
schools, in agriculture and commerce indeed in all the voca- -
t'ons and industries of an advanced civilization.

The receipts and expenditures of the University are as fol- -

lows:
Beceipta from all sources for the year ending June - -- ' -

30th, 1886 36,609 25
Disbursements. 33,415 16

iveceipis irom au sources ior nacai year euuing iuuc i

30th, 1887-..- .. &,SW8 Ool
Tlichnrapnientft for name time. dd.iHl (141

It is frratifyinz to know that the College is held 'in high es-- 1

' teem and that its career ef honor and usefulness will continue to Making a total of. $.9,8o7.50
be a source of pride to the people of the State.

gum and aQ additional amount received from the City of
Columbus was expended for salaries of the President and Facul-TH- E

ageicxltcbal am mechaxical COLLEGE furniture, boilerty, permanent improvements, apparatus, room
and boiler, repairing "White House," etc., less 13,459.34 on

was established to meet the wants of industrial education, and hand November 22nd, 1887.
to develop and give new impetu to the industrial interest to I will conclude what I have to say on this subject by quoting
the State. When it is remembered that the Institution was from excommunication recently received from the President :

opened for the admission of students in 1880, and allowing a " We hold to the doctrine that women may be useful and make
reasonable time, say three years, to thoroughly organize, equip a bring without invading the sphere and usurping the place of
and get the machinery in good working order, the President, man. Our purpose and methods are to train to high mental and
Faculty, Trustees and people of the State have cause to con- - moral culture, to dexterity in art. to modest refinement of man
grttulate themselves for favorable results reached. From the ner, to elegance and grace of character, and to earnestness of
enactment of the law, providing for the establishment of the purpose and consecration to the service of the best interest of
College, up to the day that its doors were opened to receive eta- - the race, and to the honor of God." .

dents, and to thia good moment, every step was, and ha been The report from the
taken, with the most earnest solicitude to make the Institution
nvaluable to the industrial interests of the State. It should be alooes a. akd M college
borne in mind that an Agricultural and Mechanical College re-

quires time to get its several departments, in all their ramifica- - compares favorably with previous years of that institution,
tions to work harmoniously and without friction. Its organiza- - The attendance for was 209, and the enrollment np to
tion and equipment is unlike that of a College, where a literary the 25th, November, 163, which will be increased to probably
and classical education is south', and obtained. The objects and 240. While there is but a limited ar,iout of the appropriations
purposes of the two are wholly different. - Efforts attended with for the two years unexpended, tbe ColVge is out of debt, the
partial success, at least, have been made by the President and farm improved, and the cattle and other stock increased.
Faculty to induce diversified crops and truck farming, whirh At the Colored State Fair held in Vicksburg in l BSo, pritss
have proven profitable, and should, and in my judgment wifl, &re awarded to this College for the best white corn in the ear,
develop a source of wealth to the State. for the best sweet potatoes, the best display of fam products,

The establishment of Creameries in the suite is in a great and the best display of written examination papers. In each of
measure due to the College, and the n"ber and success of tue thef!;s,the Farm Superintendent shows that good cr .ps of crn,
plants have demonstrated beyond ter?v that Mississippi bdy, j ij, pumpkins, potatoes, etc, have teen r d. The
and other States are eminenV.... .;! IjixJinsbas try. Supeitetendenfof the farm has also made a iutr.!er of expori-TL- i

industry will continue to"grow-t- he ea-:- - ana'convenieot ments, some of Jjiem successful, with vari-ja- see Is fr ra the tie

for marketing butter, and ftpquentiy. milk, considered partmen At Washington. . , .

ia connection with our genial c'Smate, great variety tf grasses Tbj President, J. 1L Burros, report two grauat s ia a.v

and clover, 'at once assures safe and profitable iavesfcnct . , and nine in 1887, and that all of them tr enrta-.-- , : 1


